Reading for information

MAGAZINE ARTICLE Though technology can help us predict natural disasters and

often reduce the extent of their destructiveness, nature still has a mind of its own.

ﬁ;.:;m;:::u:f& Amber Colvin
Rides Out a Killer Flood in Ohio

bouat 230 onthe night

of June 14, 1990, 2 flash
food bt the small town of
Shadyside, Olio, leaving
death and destruction in its

wa ke, Before the rain starled,

Dennis and Xaren Colvin
bad drivento a nearby town
to do errands and left thelr
daughter, 3-yearold Amber,
paying at bome with her
fnend, 12-year-old Kern
Palivia. Suddenly the tiood
varsin £l force, and Amber
and Kerri were on their own,
fighting for teir Sves

The Colvins' hawment was
inundawed, and monthe gds
werx ankle-deep in water in
the living mom. At Kerris
miggesion, they got into the
bathuudy dor protecson, but
within minuws the surging

waters broke down the bathroom
coor and sweptthe mb from
die tloor. “Trtook me o fu

wp [ bumped myhead on the
ceiling,” Amber recalls

When the owo gids prsed
their bands against the ceiling.
it gave way, and they wex flung
eut into the full fury of raging
Wegee Creek. .. ./ As the tub
splintered into pieces, Kerri was
hot on the head—and waslost.
“T tied to save hee” says Amber,
... Tawhe hirand gied o
gabic T pulled it up, then I bad
w Jet go.* Amber then lunged
out, gmbbed a Hoating log—and
cung o itall the way dowm the
Wegee and inw the Ohio River,
15 males away.

“Iwent under twice,” dhe
m)s, “once when e house went
and e sexond deme when [ eied
© ave Keern .. Jwas

thunking the e was no hope for
me to Iive.” Onece she survived
the millrace ddeto the clmer
Ohio, though. Amber realized
she haed 2 chance. She faared
for mven mies more, at times
dozing bricfy asshe gripped
the log for @ght hours, unul nt
drified adiore sround 650 A
near Route 7. Amber managed
1o flag down Randy and Micie
Ramzyof Bellaire ... "Amber
was cold —bur wal alere and
talkacve, ” says Mimie. .. .
When Dennis and Katess
bad treed o drive home the
night befoe, they had beens
swpped at a police roadblock
The Calvins then walked down
a hull untouc hed by the flood
that swod Iehind their xnted
two-bedroom home, only to
End dichouse bad vanshed,
torn away by Wegee's wamrs.
“Denny and ] jusched ech
other,” says Karen. "Right
there, 1 though, theres no way.
1 thoughtshe was dead” mys
Dennis. “Somebody
was Joo king out foc her,

thati for sure”
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