Before Reading

The Gift

Poem by Li-Young Lee

Those Winter Sundays

Poem by Robert Hayden

How do you show you

CARE?

KEY IDEA Sometimes the most vivid memories are of ordinary
events—for example, a relative tying your shoelaces when you
were a child or cooking a favorite meal. What makes such moments
special are the feelings you associate with them. In “The Gift"

and “Those Winter Sundays,” the speakers recall how their fathers
showed bove through simple acts of caring.
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B LITERARY AMALYSIS: CHARACTERS IN POETRY
Characters in postry areoften created with imagery—eseonds L1¥oung Laa: &
and phrases that appeal tothe reader’s senses, By wing Snﬂrchr\atld;rrﬂt]l
imagery, posts can cregte 3 vivid dharacter in just a few wonds. LidungLas
Farsuample, in “Thozs Winter Sundays, " the speaker offers the BIng W] wat
fallowing image of his father: bam in ndonesia,

wharahis parit: \

... racied hands thot ooked tockrafuga aker

Jrovn [obar in the weskday weather. . Thazing from China

Thiz phrase not only suggests the father's physical appearance ;:mm

bust alsa hirvts at his personality and the hardship he endures. imprizonad Log's

4z you read the two poemes, notice the imagery =ach poet fathir in 9368 during

wpes bo create s character, Look forevords that describe the 2 paniod of arti- ":1:"':""

charachar's Chinasa parsecution. e
Aer his rakaass tha famity Bved in several

+ AppEaArancE « fezlings arthoughts Azizn o miries barfora satting in tha

« actiors or berawiar « character trafts Linkad States whan Las wias svan yaars old.

Lag's childhnod cpariances hava astrong
influanca on his pogtry Ha oftanwitas about

@ READING SKILL: MAKE INFERENCES ABOUT THE SPEAKER  immigrantsand aeaminas tharakathat famiy
To learn more abaut the spraker of 2 posmy, readers can maka and mamary playin shaping id antity.
infarences, or logical guesses based on dues in the text. For RobartHapdn:
example, in “The Gift” the speaker describes how he rea cied Posatry as Rafuge
when his father began to remove 3 splinterfrom his palm. o Hlayum

graw upina poor
To pull the metal splinter fFom my paim naighbor hood in
oy father recited @ story in @ fow valoe. Diskrok, Kichigan.
twatched i levely face and not the Blade, Ha was raisad by
naighbors from
e may infer from detais in thess lines that thespeaker an warly age after
tnusts his father and that they have a loving relatiorship. his biclogical
Az you read each poem, e diagram ke the one shown [t =] .
to help you organize inferences about the speaker. B ROy Fobst Lhrplam
fostar parants mada 7
sacrificas for his e
aduction, thair troubled mamiaga fuded
- spalls of daprassion in him. Haydan sought
S e docs s ascapa from his “dark nights ofthasour
: " B by raading andwriting poatry. His first
Focc oyt Yo bt 11:. dryer iy e oolkction camecut in wqo to IEHe fantara.
B ey How ewar, by 1963, whan “Thisa 'Winker
[ - Surday™ was published in thewslume 4

Pailag’ of Remembeance, Hayden was on his
way io bemming a prominent post.

BMORE ABOUT THE AUTHOR

e FOTTIENG O Li-TOUNE L33 20 KT
Haydan, visit tha Litsratuna Ceanter
at Clasdonacon.
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Those
‘Wainter
Sundays

Robert Hayden

Ve Mazize Lore Naale £AZ Moduae. Ty, Faece. Pao © Graet B!
Plezioe du Nadlo Nz bascidn Rosars, Nov Ve,

Sundays too my father got up early
and put his cloches ca in the blueblick cold.
then with cradied hands chat ached
from labor in the weekday weather made
+ banked fires blaxe. No one ever thankad him.

I'd wike and hear the col splintering, breaking.
When the rooms were warm, heid call,
and slowly 1 would rise and dress,

fearing the chronic anpers of that bouse, @ G MAKE INFERENCES
What can you infer about
10 Speaking indifferently to him, ::’:z’;:';“m
who had driven out the cold ohes in Enes H.:‘l, Which
and polished my good shoes as well. dataiks did you wse to
What did 1 know: what did 1 know maka this inferance?

of bove’s austere and lonely offices?
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Comprehension
1 Racall What two inciderits ars described in“TheSift™r

1. Rucall What does the speaker recall his father doing in “Those Winter
sundays*?
% Summarica How does ach speaker reactto his father's act of caring ©
Literary Analysis
4. Examina Characters in Postry Rl inachart Fatiark T & Tham Water
Samang’

like the one shown with detais that suggest Trads
the traits of the father in each poem. Then

write s senterics describing Each of these xﬁ“’
charactars.
Tersanality
5 AnalyzaTitle Why might Li-foung Les hiave | fad

chosen 1o call his posm “The Gift §

& Intarprat Reread the et tevo lines of “Those
‘iirter Sundays.” What does the speaker meanwhen be refers to “love’s
austene and lorely offioss™t

£

. Mk Infarences Review the charts you created a5 you read. Based on your
irterences, how would you characterize the father-son relaticrahip in =ach

pomi
2 Compareand Contrast Speakers Compare and contrask the attitudes of the
sp=akers tow ard the experiences they describe in the posms.

2 Analyre Author's Perspactive Both of the speskers are adults wha lock bad
on experiences from their childhood. How doss this perspective influence the
wiay each speaker views his superienced

Literary Criticism
10 critical interpratations The poet Gerald Stem bas spoken of “the larg=wision,
the d=ep seriousress and the almest hercic id=al” in U-Young Lee's postry.

How well does this phrase desoribe Lee's poem “The Gift™? Cite evidence from
the text to support your opinion.
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